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Putting some p0wn in your PDF resume with JavaScript
	

	
	
		I was applying for an information security analyst position recently and thought it would be appropriate to embed some JavaScript in the PDF version to make fun of anyone that opened it in Adobe Reader with JavaScript enabled.

JavaScript alert in PDF
This article provides instructions on how to embed JavaScript into a PDF without using Adobe Reader.

The tools

Download and install Scribus, an open source desktop publishing application.

Embedding the JavaScript

	Once you have your document created or imported, click on Edit -> JavaScripts.
	Click on Add in the Edit JavaScripts window.
	Enter the following code (completely replace the function that is automatically created):
var viewer=app.viewerType;if(viewer=='Reader'){viewer="Running Adobe Reader with JavaScript enabled?"}else{viewer="Using a PDF reader with JavaScript enabled?"}app.alert(viewer, 0, 2, "Really?");


	Click on File -> Save and Exit.
	Click on Close in the Edit JavaScripts window.
	Export your PDF by clicking on File -> Export -> Save as PDF.


My JavaScript checks to see if they’re using Adobe Reader with JavaScript enabled and admonishes them if they are. Additionally, if they’re using a different PDF reader with JavaScript enabled, I give them a hard time, anyway.

Good luck getting a job if you do this to your resume. If you’re less brave, you might just use this How-To to embed JavaScript into a PDF. You can refer to the Acrobat JavaScript Scripting Reference.

You can download my resume with the embedded JavaScript here.
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About Me
My name is Mark D. Adams. I was an intelligence officer with the U.S. Department of Defense and studied communications in school, majoring in photographic journalism. I'm currently applying my skills and experience in information technology and business in the civilian world. I have over twenty years of experience with data analysis, data engineering, product management, management/leadership, marketing, and business development. I enjoy photography, web design, 3D illustration, copywriting, and other forms of communication design. This is my personal blog.
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